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TIDDO BRESTERS, FIVA PRESIDENT

FIVA
President’s Speech
Happy to be here. It is wonderful that the Fédération Royale Marocaine des Véhicules d’Époque was prepared to
organize this event. The idea has come from Gautam Sen, unfortunately he cannot be with us today, but I am sure he will
follow this event today. We thank you for all the work you have done to make this day a succes. Mais cette conférence
n'aurait pas été possible sans l'aide et le soutien de la Fédération marocaine. De nombreuses personnes nous ont aidés,
mais je voudrais mentionner en particulier Lamiaa Zinoune.
Je vais commencer mon discours en français. Après tout, c'est une langue officielle de la FIVA. Et si je me ne trompe
c'est aussi une langue officielle ici au Maroc.
Mais je ne pense pas que mon français soit assez fluide pour le parler par cœur.
Ensuite, il y a deux possibilités pour me permettre de prononcer facilement un entier texte dans un français acceptable:
Premièrement - utiliser un outil de traduction comme Google ou Deepl
Deuxièmement, citer un texte français existant.
J'ai appliqué les deux méthodes. Pour le texte français existant, j'ai trouvé ce qui suit.
Le titre est <etre jeune>
“La jeunesse n’est pas une période de la vie, elle est un état d’esprit, un effet de la volonté, une qualité de l’imagination,
une intensité émotive, une victoire du courage sur la timidité, du goût de l’aventure sur l’amour du confort. On ne
devient pas vieux pour avoir vécu un certain nombre d’années: on devient vieux parce qu’on a déserté son idéal”
Ces sont les mots du Géneral Mac Arthur, 1945. Pourquoi il a écris ces mots, et pourquoi en francais je ne sais pas.
From now on I will talk in English. In first instance I found this text etre jeune quite appropiate. But in second thought it is
less, because it is not a text that refers to youngsters, not a text that youngsters would find attractive. It is rather a text to
give hope to a let say 50 to 60 year old in a midlife crisis.
I saw this text in a very special place, a place from a person that maybe was in a midlife crisis when he decided to put
this text in a frame, and hang it somewhere. That somewhere was his personal elevator, in one of his palaces.
I talk about the Shah of Iran, and a place hat was built around 1968.He was 49 in that year, typically the age for a midlife
crisis. I don’t know if he had it, what I know is that 10 years later he had a real crisis, when he had to flee the country
because the ayatollas took over. But to my suprise they left the palaces intact, incuding the many cars the Shah and his
family had in their garages.
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But I digress from the subject. Although much more can be told about the big car collection of the Shah and his family,
of which a big part is still in Iran, in spite of the Revolution of 1979. The President of our ANF in Iran, Ramin Shalekdou,
has just published an excting book on all the Shah’s cars. It was on his invitation that my wife and I visited Iran in the past
days, a very exciting but tyring tour. Also an inspiring tour, later a bit more about it.
And now directly from Teheran, via Istanbul to Marrakech, an itinerary that shows that FIVA certainly is not eurocentric.
I was not intending to talk much about FIVA in general, but when anybody has questions, I am here to answer them.
So let’s concentrate now on the theme of the Conference. The subject is how to attract the youth to the world of historic
vehicles. Typically not a subject to be discussed in detail by somebody of my age.
Bu by young people. And the Moroccan Fédération has succeeded in attracting a lot of young people, to make this day a
very exciting one
But allow to make a few remarks.
I do so, inspired by a few pictures.
That’s how it started with me. My historic cars don’t date back to a midlife crisis, I love cars since my very early years,for
those interested in statistics, I was first registered in 1954.
Always good to see, that old cars attract the attention of young people. Of course this Isetta is more an eye catcher than
say a Fiat Uno. Actually it would be nice to initiate a kind of poll to find out what type of hstoric vehiles children like
most, and why.
I remember myself how exciting it was to see a real vintage car for the first time, a car from the early days of motoring. I
believe young people, children still find it exciting to see an old car, a car that is completely different from new cars.
The second picture triggers the question what the youth thinks of pre WW 1 cars. How to keep them running. That
deserves as well special driving skills. It would be nice if there would be kind of historic vehiclws driving schools. Mind
you that soon no passenger cars will be sold anymore in which you have to shift the gears, and to clutch. So if we want
to keep pur vehicles on the road we also have tot hink about that aspect.
The third picture is about the winning team at the famous Villa d’’Este concours of elegance that did the restuaration of
this beautifully restored pre-war Fiat Balilla 508 CS Aerodinamica 1935. Done by a professional restorerer fom NL, But
helped by young people with what is called in NL “at distance from the labour market”. Young people with some
handicaps like autism making it difficult fort hem to find good work. The youngsters the restorer worked with were super
enthusiastic, during the work, and of course especially when the price was won
I believe attention for education is key for achieving our goals in the future as well. Education fort he importance of
motoring and all the cars and motorcyles that are preserved and will be preserved as part of our cultural heritage, And
education, in order the skills necesserary to preserve historic cars will not go lost.
I see a big role for FIVA in this respect. Of course to promote historic motoring, to attract young people, to take their
ideas in account. But also their concerns.
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For instance the issue of climate change. How you young people see historic cars in the perspective of climate change.
Will it stay accepted to have them on the road, not for daily use, but for showign them on events. Making nice tours with
them.
That is an enormous challenge we will need to deal with. But we only can do in a successfull way, when young people
are included in our work.
A few words about Iran. What impressed me in Iran is that in the hv movement many young people are active. That has
probably partly with the aspect to do, that Iran has a young population. And the historic vehicle movement as such
doesn’t exist as long there as in other countries. And Iran of course is not the only country where young people are
dominant in the movement. Before Iran I already was in the region, and met another young hv enthusiast, a Porsche
adept in Tbilisi, wanting to join FIVA with the hv club he is active in. A not very bold thesis for today could be: the older
the hv movement is in a country, the older the members and officials are. The bigger the challenge to involve young
people.
When thinking about Northern Africa I have Le jeune Afrique in mind. A newspaper and primary newssite. But let Le
jeune Afrique also be the starting point of the inclusion of more young people in our work and actictivies.
Encore une fois, je tiens à remercier les organisateurs et toutes les personnes impliquées dans la préparation de cette
journée, de nous avoir accueillis et de nous avoir permis de combiner le plaisir de parler de notre passion avec celui de
vivre la passion des voitures historiques, et bien sûr, de vivre la culture et les saveurs de Marrakech.
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FRMVE President’s
Speech

Mr. President (of the International Fedaration of Vintage Cars)
Members of The International Federation
Members of the Associations aligned under the Moroccan Royal Federation of Vintage/ historic
vehicles
Representatives of the Press
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The choice of The International Federation of Vintage/ historic Vehicles ( FIVA)to hold this congress in the city of
Marrakesh, in Morocco stresses the firm conviction and trust of the Federation in the great efforts made by the
Moroccan Royal Federation of Vintage/Historic Vehicles to preserve vintage cars as they represent a mobile material
heritage and a shared civilized human legacy , linking the present, the past and the future.
Indeed, it is a message to those interested in vintage cars that this legacy must be passed on to the next generations so
that it becomes part and parcel of sustainable development for all the member states attending this important
international congress .For this reason, the choice of the slogan “Passing on the Passion for Vintage Cars to the Next
Generations” in “Morocco’s Red City”,-Marrakech, which is the cradle of human renaissance since the almouravids, the
Marinids, the almohads, the Saadis up to the Alaouit dynasty over a period of 12 centuries up till now.
Since its creation in 2013, The Moroccan Royal Federation of Vintage Cars/Vehicles has given a great importance to
vintage cars and assumed a big responsibility which lies in continuous maintenance and preservation of vintage cars so
that they can be revived and circulate the streets of our cities and countrysides by participating in cultural, artistic,
touristic and sports and national activities. It has also contributed to raising social and ecological awareness among the
population.In fact, these cars have crossed borders to participate in continental and international meetings.
And despite all the difficulties and constraints mainly those related to procuring spare parts for the vehicles and the
complexity of administrative rules and procedures relating to legalizing the papers/files of the cars, be it for those
abandoned or those acquired from abroad or even those lost in mysterious circumstances in an attempt to supply and
restore the fleet of vintage cars in Morocco.
So Today the Moroccan Royal Federation of Vintage Cars is an integral part of the International Federation .Its role
consists in ensuring that all the internal regulating laws are complied with and is committed to paying the annual fees

11

FRMVE President’s Welcome Address

and supporting all programs and efforts made by the International Federation . We shall therefore do our best to support
it to achieve its noble goals.
Today we are called upon more than ever before to gradually transmit this heritage to our posterity through
participation, attendance and support. We should also gear our efforts towards spreading the culture of passion and
desire for historic vehicles because it contributes to peace and a better investment of our time while enjoying classic life.
I would like to say that we have high hopes in this congress. And we are greatly honored by the trust that the President
and the Executive body of the International Federation of Vintage/historic Cars have put in us. We highly appreciate its
continuous support to our Federation and to all the international federations that demonstrate a huge interest in vintage
cars around the world.
In the end , I would like to thank you all for being here today and I wish you have a pleasant stay in the Kingdom of
Morocco, the land of tolerance and the crossroad of civilizations through the ages.

12

AMINA KARROUK, MOROCCO

Classic Cars History
In Morocco:
From the endorsement by a young king to
the adoption by a whole nation
(1962-2022)

The royal intergenerational passion of classic cars collection
The relation between retro cars and the royal family is an old love story, beginning from the Moroccan Sultan from 1873
to 1894, Moulay Hassan I who bought the first Mercedes-Benz car produced. The sultan, who became a king,
Mohammed V was fascinated by big American cars the major example is it visit to Tangier in 1947 with a Buick , his son,
King Hassan II, the great reformer, was passionate about Mercedes-Benz cars, like his grandfather. The current ruler,
H.M. King Mohammed VI, particularly liked the three-pointed star cars, for their style and comfort, combined with the
sportiness of some models. The royal garage, in fact, houses 500 cars and employs around 100 people who are
dedicated to the maintenance and restoration of this immense four-wheeled historical heritage. In this way let’s begin
from 1962...

The King Hassan II era and his story with classic cars
The passion that King Hassan II had for luxury cars is no secret. Several historians have been interested, throughout the
years, in the vehicles that the monarch owned. However, few people know that his passion for race cars started at very
early age. King Hassan II was such a big fan of cars that he received a child-sized replica of the Bugatti Type 35 race car,
also known as Bugatti Baby. It has a shared story with the childhood of King Hassan II. The car originally designed by
Ettore Bugatti for his son Roland, was offered a few years later to the five-years-old prince.
The Bugatti Baby was not then-Crown Prince Hassan's only favourite toy car. He can also be seen driving a small Eureka
with gleaming pedals, similar to that of his father King Mohammed V posing in the background of a photo from the 30s,
as reported by Francetvinfo.
Furthermore, 1962 when it’s the start of production with the assembly of four Fiat models (600, 1100, 1500 and 2300):
1st year of production: 2,247 Fiat between 1100- 1103 units. This initiative was taken following agreements with the
‘’Bureau d'Etudes et de Participations Industrielles (B.E.P.I.)’’.
When it comes to Nejma (Mercedes) car, although the structure as it exists today was not created until 1963, it was
initially the result of a partnership between the Hakam family and the German Kramer family. The latter initially held the
Mercedes car on the territory, but it will definitely hand over to the Hakam in 1972... ‘’Mercedes produced only 124
units of this model between the 60s and 80s. Hassan II ordered one almost every five years, but the service was
provided permanently by the manufacturer,” recalls a former salesman with the German brand. The monarch often
received luxury cars as gifts.
Moreover, A former diplomat recalls how Moroccan dignitaries decided in the 80s to give Hassan II a Jaguar on his
birthday. The love for vehicles was never lost in the King of Morocco's heart throughout his reign, to the point that it
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inspired Gilbert Guzzo, owner of Caravaning-Nautisme-Marocain (Canam) to build for him, in the 90s, the Menara,
considered the first 100% Moroccan car.

Like father like son, the current king classic cars
But between Mohammed VI and the cars, it is not only a question of communication and image, but rather of an old love
story. A story that begins at the age of 10, when he receives as a birthday present a mini-jeep Renegade that he was
driving in the alleys of the Méchouar.
In addition, sources claims that Crown Prince Moulay Hassan was also entitled to a mini car, that he was seen happy
playing on it at the age of 5. He has also a bunch of books that are related to classic cars in his bookshelf.
Nevertheless, Mohammed VI remained attached to Mercedes. ́ ́ He was the first to drive a CL, then an SLK in 1996.
‘’Recalls a former Mercedes executive. You can say that his majesty is a loyal customer of the star brand, the king wants
to be served first.
As it seems, the current king was more into sporty cars, “Mohammed VI could ́ve liquidated the bequests of his
grandfather and his father, but he will never be able to separate himself from the admiral pieces in his garage like the
Mercedes SL 600,” says a former executive of the German brand.

Citizens who are sharing the same passions as their king
The love of classic cars in the people hearts and the desire to own one
Since Morocco's protection period, until the early years of independence (the 50s, 60s and the early 70s), there was a
kind of vintage cars, usually made by Americans and Europeans (France in large part), seen by Moroccans of past
generations roaming the streets of Moroccan cities and towns. Cars long ago were few (the first half of the 20th century)
and few people owned it, such as the superiors and the men of power at all levels. These rare jewels are reminiscent of
cars that were driven in James Bond films, which printed the imagination of the 60s and 70s generations.

The transitional surge from watching it to owning and taking care of it
Nowadays, it is for love and preservation of the Moroccan rolling heritage and for its enrichment that classic cars
collectors are gathering, in order to safeguard the historical heritage and attract enthusiasts. Among the encouraging
initiatives to collect vintage cars in Morocco is the "National Museum of Morocco Automobiles in Rabat", founded by the
Emirati Sheikh Hamad bin Hamdan Al Nahyan It ́s the first and largest of its kind in Africa, and the second in Morocco
after the Zakoura Four-Wheel Drive Center.
The Moroccan Royal Federation of Vintage Vehicles, FRMVE, was created in 2013 in Casablanca to bring up together
the associations representing the interests of collector’s enthusiasts in the different cities of the Kingdom. The main
objective of the FRMVE is to encourage the safe use of these vehicles, those who’s over than 25 years of age, to the
delight of owners, fans and the audience. Overall, the consolidation of partnerships with workshops approved by the
Federation; the compilation of certificates of classification of vehicles according to the “collection vehicles” standards;
protection of existing rights concerning.
To sum up, in its vision of international openness, FRMVE has been recognised since 2016 as a member of the
International Federation of Old Vehicles (FIVA).
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Archaeological context,
interpretation and
approaches to restoration

Archaeological context and interpretation
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Rajiv Ghosh, 43 years, classic collector & professional restorer
Followed his father's passion & took over the restoration business from his father
Has a lovely collection of classics, inspired by his father, eats, breaths & sleeps
classic car
Souryadeep, 25 years old, Indian classics collector
Started trading in classic car spares to fund his passion & eventually bought 5 classics!
Snehasish, 25 years, classic enthusiast
Into classic cars since college. As a kid his father took him to car shows & he always carried a toy model with him!
Has met many fellow enthusiasts at club meets & aspires to own his own classic soon
Barno, 24 year, 2 wheeler enthusiast & professional restorer
Started motorcycle racing when he was 18
Barno is sitting on a classic scooter which he restored for a client
Once he got the essence of historic vehicles, he fell in love with them
Deepanjan, 31 years, classic car owner & professional photographer
Attended a club event through a friend, bought a camera within a week & became the official club photographer! After
capturing classics through his lens, he bought a classic of his own!
Shrivardhan, 41 years, family legacy of collecting classic & professional restorer
Inherited his passion from his father who was a well-known collector
His grandfather, a highly regarded collector who owned some exotic vehicles, was a great inspiration. Took on the
legacy in 2010 from his father & is a prolific restorer, having won national shows
Rupak, 41 years, classic car owner
His love for classics passed down from his grandparents. Started his hobby with a Morris 8 & now has a beautiful MG
TC which he restored with his own team
Feels it's a great passion & has been to wonderful places & made lifelong friends through the classic car fraternity
Vedant & Vivaan, 11 years, classic enthusiasts
Their love for classics started when their father bought them the MG a few years back
The twins have already bought their own classic 2 wheeler from their allowance
Jubo, 24 years, classic enthusiast
Passionate since 19 & fell in love with classics when he drove his friend's car
Enjoys driving classics of his friends & aspires to own his own in the future
Indrojit, 31 year old classic collector & professional restorer
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Started collecting cars since he was in college
Initially opened a motor sports workshop & has now started his own classic restoration facility
Saurav, 28 years old, collector & professional restorer
Has a professional workshop with his father as partner
His Studebaker limousine belonged to his great grandfather & has been in the family since new
Amongst the people I could not get a clip of are Billy Bose, 41 years old, who has a fabulous collection of rare vintages
which his father passed down to him. Billy has been involved in the rallying and racing circuit since he was a youngster
& now owns arguably the best collection of vintages in the city. Similarly, Armaan Roy, 12 years old, who is a die-hard
classic car enthusiast and attends every club drive through the year. He convinced his father to by a Ford Anglia that he
could enjoy driving when he’s older!
All of the people shown are passionate & young. The reason why they have been portrayed is to show that in India, the
historic vehicle movement is deeply entrenched in the youth of our country. These people comprise of professional
restorers, collectors, people with a family history of collecting, first time owners and deeply enthusiastic children like
Armaan and the MG brothers. What is perhaps most exciting is the new crop of first time owners of classics, the new
entrants, young and passionate. And their numbers are growing.
Calcutta already had a significant historic movement in the past but over the decades, enthusiasm had waned, the once
young enthusiasts had become older and a vacuum had formed. Sure, there were the well-known collectors and restorers
but newer generations who wanted to be part of the classic culture did not have access to them.
So how did my city’s stagnating historic vehicle movement get a boost? Simple - youngsters. Three inexperienced chaps
formed a club named Classic Drivers Club in 2017. The Club started by inviting owners of classic cars across all
generations for regular drives. In essence, a platform was created where the old and young could mix and get to know
each other. After all, a petrol head is a petrol head, no matter what the age. The historic vehicle movement was thus
revived.
Today, my city has 2 thriving classic vehicle clubs which hold events through the year. And both clubs were started by
youngsters. Bulk of the active club members are in their 20s to 40s. Member’s wives & children are now part of the
movement. In effect, a broad based historic vehicle community has been formed that includes members with exotic
vintages to late Indian classics.
Drives and events weren’t the only route that the club took to attract enthusiasts. Social media and digital platforms were
used for communication from the start and their use increased during the covid pandemic. The club’s FB page has over
2100 members while there has been a rapid increase in the newly launched Insta page which already has 600 followers.
Live webinars have been hosted online, classes for children have been conducted online. The club also has a sister channel
on YouTube.
All this ensures that youngsters connect through the city, country and the globe. Physical boundaries are a thing of the
past. Social media has allowed for exchange of views and knowledge at lightning speeds. What is best is that the older
and more experienced generation has extended their full support in all this and they are a huge inspiration for the
youngsters. They are always around to advise, encourage and guide.
Given the current trend in India, I am sure that when the time comes, today’s children will be ready to take over the historic
vehicle movement when they come of age and they will make the Indian historic vehicle community amongst the best in
the world.
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Women and
Classic Cars
The world of classic cars continues to grow, with more events, enthusiasts and car clubs across the world than ever
before.
And over the past couple of years particularly, there’s been one particular group that have embraced classic car culture
more than most; women. And that means even more classics on the road, more fans getting together at events around
the world and more car clubs dedicated to every car imaginable.
But In absolute terms, female vintage car owners are still in the minority. However, a recent survey found that the
insurance company’s number of female policyholders grew by roughly 30% from 2010-2020. And to those saying that
the younger generation isn’t interested in cars, you might want to think again. That same survey noted that the biggest
policyholder increases were among Gen X (41-56 years old) and millennials (24-40 years old).
The increase in female policyholders comes from women deliberately getting involved in classic cars.
While that might be surprising to some, it really shouldn’t. Women have been involved in cars, vintage or otherwise,
literally since the automobile’s invention. in 1888, Bertha Benz was the first person to drive an automobile over a long
distance. In a Karl Benz’s Motorwagen. Later, female race drivers such as Hellé Nice and Maria Teresa de Filippis would
shake things up, the latter at Formula One. And in the 1980s, Michèle Mouton demonstrated how to push a rally
powerhouse like the Audi Quattro S1 to its limits
Despite this growth, barriers still exist for female vintage car owners
“We need to break away from the perceived stuffy Old Man stereotype.”
Unfortunately, as in motorsports, female vintage car owners often face sexism, discrimination, and other derogatory
attitudes. The results of a survey stressed that women, especially younger women, “’ask for gender equality,’”. Though to
be fair, it’s not always men that have “preconceived notions,”. And as much as anything, for the 8.5% of us classic car
owners who are female, it’s the surprise on someone’s face when you tell them you lust after a more mature motor car,
and the raised eyebrow that comes with it.

It doesn’t help that the vintage car world doesn’t have a significant number of female mentors. Or rather, for a long time,
these potential mentors weren’t widely recognized.
It’s difficult to imagine doing something if you never see someone who looks like you taking part in it. And if vintage car
enthusiasts want their world to grow, they need to open the gate so anyone who wants to can enter.
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An example of a man misperception ( mauvais perception masculine)
In 1955, men thought that women need a car especially designed for them. And so was created the car called ‘La
Femme’ by Dodge” Apparently the color schemes weren’t quite feminine enough for the Dodge marketing folks.
Alongside the over-the-top paint, the La Femme sedans(berline) came with a pink raincoat and hat, an umbrella and a
shoulder bag stuffed with a compact, lipstick, a lighter and a cigarette case. This experience was a flop.
Women view these rude attempts to get their attention as condescending. It was too cartoonish (caricatural).The
approch ultimately echoes more the classic car ideal of feminity rather than the way in which women in the 1950s
actually see themselves. And the majority of them seem to have no use for a pink and purple car with matching comb
and lipstick. So, it has been shown that women don’t seek a vehicle different from that chosen by men.
What can we do to help?
It can feel a bit tired to ask the question of how to get more women involved in the classic car hobby – a scene that at
times can appear to be no more inviting than a gentlemen’s blub. After all, nobody is stopping women from getting
involved, right?
However it is worth asking what can be done to encourage them – and any others who might be put off by the
sometimes stuffy image associated with old cars. Because, while there is nothing to stop a woman from enjoying
classic car ownership, grass roots motorsport, car events or any other aspect of automotive-based camaraderie, it
remains a scene that can – unintentionally or otherwise – feel like too much of a boy’s club to be welcoming.
Let’s get something straight: I’m not talking about positive discrimination here, and I’m certainly not denying the
already prevalent and influential role of many women in classic cars, be that through events, clubs or motorsport. Quite
the opposite; we’re here to celebrate those women, and to ask them how they would make the classic car world – that
we all know to be a convivial place – more welcoming to those who might find the first leap into it an intimidating
one.
While the monetary side of classic car ownership is hard to tackle, there are ways to improve the situation for future
female participants.
I think there are five areas; firstly we need to support and encourage each other more, whether we like a different era
of car or have slightly different ideas
Secondly, I think we need to make women more visible, by celebrating our achievements, by making sure we are
represented at grass roots, national and international level and just by being a bit happier to big ourselves up!” We
need to amplify female voices and let women tell their stories in a supportive environment. Effectively,Statistics shows
that ladies are a rare breed in the world of classic cars, but it’s not the statistics that make us remarkable, it’s our
stories.And my story for example is quite simple but original: I rock the world of old car thanks to an exceptional
moroccan collector women with who I did my first classic car rally milles oasis, followed by two others( another mille
oasis rally and the north rally. And in the first one I met love who is a collector and has a great knowledge of the
sector. And finally I bought my first car. So everything is possible.
Thirdly: Change the image of women in this world:It’s an old and often used image, a scantily clad woman leaning on
a cool classic car. These pictures are often found in man-caves, the rooms of teenage boys and men’s magazines,
objectifying the women along with the cars. More recently, several women have shown how far we’ve moved from this
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A last idea is to reserve a special place , to highlight women collector or participants in classic cars rally’s or concours
d’élégance( elegance contest) to give the example to the young generation. There is a theme, then, amongst those we
spoke to about how to get more women involved in classic cars: start with younger people. Teaching of the achievements
of Ewy Rosqvist, Michelle Mouton, Pat Moss and others – alongside exceptional women from other engineering
industries such as aviation and space travel – would serve as inspiration to school girls and boys alike
It is vitally important to have younger people of all genders involved. “We need to break away from the perceived stuffy
Old Man stereotype. We have to explore the ways to help young people become involved in classic cars. As for
encouraging women into the scene, I think we need to start early.” Girls often see cars as something for boys and not for
them. We need to be engaging them in the idea that cars, driving, engineering and racing are for everyone.
To close, allow me to give my first lesson to the young generation very briefly of course. I would like to talk about the
5 Automotive Inventions by Women That Changed the History of Driving
When you imagine the innovators and inventors who shaped the automotive world, you might think of names like Henry
Ford, Nikola Tesla, or Karl Benz. What you might not know, however, is that the brilliant minds behind many of the key
components of modern vehicles as we know them belonged to women.
I would like to share a few of those brilliant women who changed the way we drive today!
1. Mary Anderson & Charlotte Bridgwood – Windshield Wipers l’essui glace
2. Bertha Benz – Brake Pads les garnitures de frein
3. Florence Lawrence – Turn Signals & Brake Lights less clignotants et le feu stop
4-Hedy Lamarr – GPS
5. Margaret Wilcox – Car Heater chauffage en voiture
Women really rock vintage cars isn’t it?
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Collector vehicles: A
transgenerational
relay
Are there people among you who love cars?
Are there people among you who would be thrilled if the people they loved,
also loved cars?
Yes, these two questions may seem trivial, even ridiculous?
We hear a lot about the environment…it’s continuity and constraints: tomorrow, will we still see old vehicles on our
roads?
Is it out of selfishness, or lack of a collective awareness that we are all here, trying to make our voice heard throughout
the world by affirming that yes, it is important to pass on our automotive heritage through the generations.
While we cannot ignore the impact that we all have, in our own small way, on the environment around us, our planet is
being tested by our presence, humans are consuming beyond what the planet can offer. We know this.
I would like to believe that each of us is doing our best in the face of this dramatic observation.
I do not believe, however, that we should be so fatalistic as to abandon what we live for: sharing emotions, the desire to
give, to understand and to perpetuate a passion.
YES I believe very much in the sincere will to transmit, as long as it is still possible, the soul of the automobile.
In charge of "social networks", I have seen how much this tool divides, irritates, impresses and inspires. Some are afraid
of it, others are opposed to it, some are in favour of it.
So why go in this direction which, on paper, does not seem all that important?
It's one thing to be able to meet together in one place, but it's another to give a collective, global and resonant voice to a
movement that exists and must continue to exist. The movement of a passion, of a knowledge, of a history of man and
machine.
Together, we are bringing to life a worldwide movement that transcends borders, with the only common denominator
being the desire to share moments, knowledge and history.
At the most basic level, this is what social networks allow: we talk to each other, we communicate, we exchange
information on many subjects and the automobile is a textbook case in the sense that not everyone on this earth has the
means and/or the knowledge to invest in this field.
However, if you look at the accounts, publications, groups and events that exist in the virtual world, the enthusiasm for
the historic vehicle is very apparent.
This tool (or platform) brings us together, helps us to overcome differences of gender and means. Only language could
question its efficiency but here again, we all have the capacity to learn to understand: if English is the most used
language then we learn the language, to be able to take part in the movement.
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We are spreading throughout the world a thought that is not unique.
We learn, with each other and from each other.
The desire to transmit.
Social networks exist to give us a voice, a right, the right of expression, the right of participation.
It is such a powerful tool that each of you probably has your smartphone in your pocket right now, as I speak. Perhaps
some of you have even announced this event—your virtual or physical presence, your participation, or your interest—on
different social networks.
We are not all gathered here, physically, today, but one day perhaps technology will allow it!
Right now many are here with us, behind their screens! And that is something extraordinary.
There is, and always will be, a need to get together to make our commitments and our ideas come alive. And this tool
allows everyone to live an experience, a moment, a passion, beyond the physical, beyond geographical borders, beyond
all our differences...
While reflecting on the subject that brings us together today, I thought back to my philosophy classes and the concept of
art. This is for me the best analogy to highlight my certainty: yes, the historical vehicle is a transgenerational relay,
because it is proof of the time that has gone by.
What brings us together here, if not the deep conviction that a common duty animates us? To perpetuate a tradition, a
knowledge, a passion, a Heritage, and a desire?
Whatever the means by which this transmission takes place, what counts is that it takes place!
We are not eternal beings, we are living in a specific era…those who preceded us lived in another, no one knows what
tomorrow's world will be like.
But the magic of the automobile is that it takes us on a journey, not only on the road, but through time, and above all,
through the minds of all those who have participated for generations in passing on this incredible knowledge, this
incredible automotive history.
The historic vehicle is evidence of the existence of our ancestors, of human evolution—and tomorrow, the automobile of
today will remain the same symbol for our children.
It is now 10 years since I took part in this marvellous adventure of historic vehicles, by the greatest of coincidences!
And do you know what I feel today?
An even stronger love than before for all of these reasons.
I don't collect (yet) vehicles myself, and yet I feel, thanks to all of you, a sense of belonging, an energy, which animates
me every day of my life.
It is a great honour for me to be able to share these thoughts with you and to be here today. I pay tribute to all those who
have given me the immense opportunity to taste this transgenerational passion. I thank all those who, like me, believe that
the spirit crosses time, generations, conflicts, joys and sorrows. And that the only thing that counts is to transmit, at all
costs, what we know.
I am thinking even more strongly of tomorrow's generation, who depend on us today for continuing this work of art that is
the automobile! And it is our responsibility to do so!
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Good morning everyone, it is a real pleasure to be here with you,
First of all, let me introduce myself, my name is Vincent Introvigne, I am 23, and
I come from Belgium, from a small village close to the Spa-Francorchamps
racetrack for those who know him. I have my own company in the field of consulting and organisation of automotive
events.
The passion for historic vehicles goes back to when I was younger, my grandfather built me a small wooden garage and
I used to play with miniature cars, then it was by going to concentrations and events, but it was always the older vehicles
that attracted me.
I put money aside when I was 16 to buy my first classic car for my 18th birthday, an Austin Mini, since then I have bought
other British cars.
Through this passion and investment, I am fortunate to be in my third year as a regional ambassador for the Belgian
Historical Vehicle Association, FIVA ANF and board member of two clubs.
Today, for this symposium on the transgenerational relay of the historic vehicle scene, I would like to share with you my
thoughts and questions on how to attract young people to this passion.
It is noticeable that few young people are present at events and even fewer as participants. When I ask around, here’re
the answers I get for this lack of presence of young people : is the financial aspect, a lack of free time available and the
concretization of more important projects such as buying a house or other expenses. Although I understand these
arguments, but not everyone is necessarily in these different cases.
In order to interest these young people in the historic vehicle scene, they can be divided into two categories. Firstly,
those who have a relative, uncle, aunt, cousin or friend in their close circle who owns a vehicle. Secondly, those who
don’t have someone in their close circle who owns a vehicle or who is attracted to or passionate about it. These are two
very different audiences in the way we need to interest them in the historic vehicle scene.
For those who know someone in the field, it is to make them want to participate in gatherings, rides and events, to learn,
how to maintain the vehicle and to know its history. To be able to make the vehicle last and why not to make the
collection grow according to his desires which are perhaps not the same.
In many families I notice that some children or grandchildren don't take to the car as much as their parents or
grandparents, for various reasons such as those I mentioned earlier. But also perhaps because of a wrong interpretation
of what a historic vehicle represents, I explain myself on these stereotypes : it is complicated to drive, to maintain, it is
always the same kind of outings and so on.
FIVA SYMPOSIUM INTERNATIONAL MARRAKECH
On the other hand, for these young people who don’t have a knowledge of the VH scene, it’s to give them the "taste"
and the "desire" to first of all be interested in these vehicles, on their history, their functioning but also to go to events to
discover and learn as well as to exchange with the owners. Perhaps the desire will make them take the step to join us in
this great family of enthusiasts.
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When I speak of interest, it is not with the direct aim of acquiring a vehicle at once, if some can, so much the better, but
the most important thing is to give them the "fibre", to promote the historic vehicle, to make them come to live and feel
our passion. This is to make them realize the importance of the automotive heritage.
Our role today is to accompany these young people to get them interested. How can we do this? By ourselves, by friends
and also via our local car clubs which are for me the best place for advice, contacts and then especially for the club life,
meetings, rides and events and all the social aspect that this brings. These clubs create this strength and also through the
federations and other institutions that champion the historic vehicle scene and are the benchmark for it.
Organise events such as static rallies, walks and other events with the active participation of young people and make them
the main actors. Organise discovery days for young people, competitions such as the one organized by FIVA for the
International Youth Day. These are ideas and proposals that we must all put in place together at our different levels and
means of organisation.
Another way which, in my opinion, should be brought to the forefront, would be to reach out to young audiences outside
the automotive scene. Create partnerships with cultural events, music festivals, other passions and sectors and also the
woman’s audience, which is also under- represented.
For example, organizing fashion events like the Ralph Lauren show five years ago around his cars, or design and
architecture events and integrating the vehicles. To propose speeches with women who own a historic vehicle or who are
active in this field, I think that this should be much more highlighted.
I think that this symposium will give rise to a number of ideas and projects to reach out to young people by setting up
appropriate structures and actions for the future. For this transmission of passions, the younger generation needs the older
generation and vice versa.
In Belgium and following the socio-economic survey of the FIVA last year, some figures can be questioned: only one club
out of twelve,8%, foresees specific devices to attract young people, contrary to 21% internationally. And four out of ten
clubs 37% have difficulty finding new members to join the board to ensure the continuity of the club.
FIVA SYMPOSIUM INTERNATIONAL MARRAKECH
The reassuring figures are found in the sector of professionals specialising in historic vehicles. The average age of an
apprentice is 21 and 25% of companies have a specific apprenticeship programme. Nine out of ten companies say that
they will need more apprentices in the future as this is a promising sector.
In Belgium, the BEHVA : Belgian Historical Vehicle Association, ANF of the FIVA, set up a youth working group at the
beginning of last year. First of all, we took stock of our feelings and of the general situation in Belgium thanks to the
surveys. Then, during meetings, we established an action plan to attract and interest young people. For example, to keep
up to date with the means of communication.
As a regional ambassador for BEHVA, this is my third year in this position, I try to interact with young people when we
have our stands at different events. The presence of young people from clubs or federations reassures and also makes
other young people want to come and talk about historic vehicles and everything. I also get a lot of feedback from people
who are happy to see young people involved in this field.
These next few years will be crucial to get more and more young people interested in our passion, which is so dear to our
hearts. The proof is today, the awareness is there and we have to do everything we can to achieve our different objectives.
I will finish with one of the things I do quite often:
When you are stopped or in another situation and a young person looks at your car with big eyes, open your door and
make him get in to amaze him and make him feel this atmosphere and these emotions that motivate us every day to
defend our passion for historic vehicles.
Thank you for your attention, it is a real pleasure to be here with you, thank you.
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Closing speech
The symposium is slowly closing up.
Before I share with you some thoughts, I need to thank the Moroccan Royal federation for historic vehicles (FRMVE) for
taking the challenge in organising the symposium, as well all the speakers and panellist for being here today with us and
sharing their passion, their views and understanding of the historic movement.
Being in charge of the FIVA Culture and Youth Commission and working closely with the youngsters in the Youth working
group, when it comes to the point of not being able to understand their way, I have noticed that we, the old-timers, are
often mistaken and too judgmental simplifying – “young people are getting more and more indifferent”.
I would rather say it is the way around: youngsters are not indifferent or passive at all - they are just differently active.
Sometimes it may look difficult and challenging to see or understand how they use their voices; but listening, sharing,
talking and accepting different opinions can end up in beautiful friendships, stories of growth and reciprocal respect.
I would therefore like to see us, the old-timers, change its view of young people and bring them into line with reality instead
of prejudices. It would be good to set social expectations in a stimulating way, as this will further empower younger
generation.
In fact, today’s youth is generally becoming more and more committed to themselves and to society in general. Young
people are increasingly interested, for example, in volunteer activities as well, and this is why our movement, if presented
correctly, can become important and close to them as well.
FIVA by admitting that young people in particular play a key role in finding solutions for using and preserving historical
vehicles, embraces positively the future.
FIVA has thus decided to focus the process of its work on creating a strategy that will enable active participation of young
people today in all spheres of its activities, both globally and nationally, giving the younger generations the opportunity to
learn about the world of historic vehicles.
Through active involvement in clubs, associations and FIVA alone, young people will gain key competences and skills such
as teamwork, leadership, intercultural competences, project management, problem solving and critical thinking, as well as
broad knowledge and understanding of the importance of preserving technical heritage in the future.
The work is in progress.
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Members of the Youth working group are an enormous support in this mission. Soon we will be able to present you a
brochure FIVA 4 Youth, were some concepts of what role Youth in FIVA and vice versa is having. Some others projects are
available on the FIVA webpage, so have a look and do join us!
This symposium is one of the steps towards the goals drafted in FIVA strategy. That is why I honestly hope it is only the first
in a row of many.
Today we have given some space to a younger generation to present and share their voices, their understanding of our
movement and their interests. I am really looking in hearing more, hopefully in a close future.
So, stay tuned, we will be back!
Thank you.
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Looking back at
the Symposium
Before looking back at the Symposium, allow me to thank the board and members of the Moroccan Federation for
inviting me as their symposium leader. Special thanks to Lamiaa Zinoune who has done a great job in organizing this
symposium. The warmth of Morocco is great and I’m certainly not referring to the temperature but to the people, both
being part of the Symposium but also strangers in the street who have all been friendly and kind. For those of you that
never visited Morocco or Marrakech, I can recommend you to do so!
The evening before the actual symposium, the Federation organized a tour through the city. A large number of members
turned up with their cars and visitors could select their preferred ride. Possible language issues played no part in this;
the passion was clear to see for everyone.
What was also clear to see was the great joy these cars brought to the inhabitants of Marrakech. It was “One thousand
smiles per mile” all the way! Old, and many, many, young people took out their smartphones and filmed and
photographed the parade. And although we brought some real chaos to the busy streets, I have seen only smiles and no
angry faces due to this and even the police came out to regulate traffic on the crossings and roundabouts.
On the symposium itself, although some minor technical issues resulted in a slight delay at the start, I can be clear; a
huge success due to the high level of speakers. Many topics have been covered, including some controversial ones such
as, dare I say it here… ‘Restomods’. This resulted in a nice discussion and questions and remarks from the audience and
on-line viewers.
Looking at the positive feedback from people in the audience but also from the on-line viewers, this symposium brought
new understanding on how to engage younger people, what drives them (no pun intended) and how clubs can (better)
interact with them. After all, these ‘1000 smiles per mile’ should stay and we don’t want to lock our vehicles in museums
where they become obsolete objects, to been seen by just a hand full of people.
These vehicles deserve to bring joy, passion and culture on the streets, they were designed to be used, so let’s continue
to ensure we can keep ‘Yesterday’s vehicles on tomorrow’s road’!
I look forward to the next Youth symposium that is already being discussed and hope we will be able to surpass this
year’s involvement and interaction.
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